To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Lanchester  Rural  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Rutherford  and  Gentlemen, 

I  very  greatly  regret  the  delay  in  producing  this 
interim  report,  which  has  been  largly  due  to  the  inability  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  to  furnish  their  customary  reports  owing  to  the 
duties  imposed  on  them  by  Civil  Defence,  Billeting  and  other  war 
activities. 

It  has  been  an  extremely  hard  year  for  all  concerned 
ahd  I  have  pleasure  in  expressing  my  thanks  to  all  Officials  and 
Staff  for  their  help  and  cheerfulness  during  the  year  in  spite  of 
the  added  work. 

The  report  shows  that  the  health  of  the  district  was 
in  a  very  satisfactory  state,  and  in  some  respects  broke  all 
previous  records*  The  support  of  the  Chairman  and  all  Members 
of  the  Council  in  Public  Health  work  as  in  previous  years  has  been 


a  great  help. 


X  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Rutherford  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  faithfully, 

Yu*. 


Med ical '  Officer  of  Health . 


_ 


_ 


LANCHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

-•  Interim  Hep or t  of  the  MedioaJ  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  Year  ending  December  31st.  1939. 

.SUMMARY  Off  GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  fin  Acres .  44,2-13 

Population  (Census  1931)  16,413 

Population  (Mid-Year:  1939)  Estimated  15,440 

Numb ex  of  Inhabited  Houses  4,093 

Unreduced  Rateable  Value  £70,310 

Reduced  Rateable  Yalue  £68,799 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  £255 

Births  Total  -  214  « . . «  Birth-  Pate  ....  14.2 

Deaths  Total  -  173  We  D-  hh  Pate  .  11.4 

Comparable  .Death  Rate  12.6 

Infa.rvp  Mortality  Rate  28.0 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  0.58 

Pulmonary  0.46  N  on-APulm  onary  0«12 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  •  Nil. 

‘  1  i 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 
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total 
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)Birth-rate  14.2  per  1,000 

Live 

(Legitimate 

204 

104 

100 

)estd.,  resident  population 

Births 

(illegitimate 

10 

..  5 

5 

Still 

(Legitimate 

8 

5 

3 

)Ratc.pcr  1,(J00  total' births 

Births 

(lilegitima  be 

0 

0 

0 

)(Livc  and  Still)  =  36.0 

Deaths 

178 

•100 

78 

■•Crude  Death-rate  =  11.4 
Comparable  Death-rate =  12 .6 
per  1,000  population. 

Deaths  from 

Puerperal  ( 

Onuses 

=  Nil. 

,  Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  28.0 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  £4.5 

13. legitimate  Infants  pier  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  100.0 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  18 

Dee.ths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil. 

Deaths  from  'Whooping  Coungh  (all  ages)  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  Nil. 

Estimated  Population  15,440 


There  were  no  special  causes  of  sickness  during  the  year. 

i  •  "  . 


CAUSES  OE  DEATH  III  LAE  CHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  1939 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

MALES 

FEMALES 

All  Causes  .  ■ 

|  100 

|  00 

!  tN 

i . . 

1.  Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid  Fevers 

i 

1  “ 

2.  Measles 

- 

3.  S.carlet  Fever 

4.  Whopping  Cough 

— 

5.  Diphtheria 

— 

i 

6 »  Influenza 

— 

T 

7.  Encephalitis  Lethargies 

— 

W 

8.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

- 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

3 

10.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

- 

11.  Syphilis 

- 

— 

12. ..General  Paralysis 4 „ Tabes  Dorsalis 

1 

l 

13.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

11 

7 

14 .  .Diabetes 

3 

15.  .Cerebral  Hr.emorrhage 

5 

3 

16. .Heart  Disease 

33 

27 

17*  Aneurysm 

- 

- 

18.,  .Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

10 

6 

19.  Bronchitis 

3 

1 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

4 

21.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

- 

22.  Dirrhoea  etc.,  (under  two  years) 

- 

- 

23.  Peptic  Ulcer 

- 

24.  Appendicitis 

- 

-  i 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver. 

- 

26.  Other  Diseases  of  Liver  etc., 

- 

2 

.  27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

3  ! 

28.  Hephritis 

2 

:  1 

ji 

29.  Puerperal  Sepsis 

30.  Other  Puerperal  Causes. 

- 

- 

- 

31.  Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth, 

,  Malformations* 

3 

4  )! 

32.  Senility 

2 

3 

33.  Suicide 

- 

l 

34.  Other  Violence 

10 

3 

35.  Other  Defined  Diseases 

4 

3 

36.  Causes  Ill-Defined  or  Unknown 

37.  Diarrhoea  (two  years  and  over) 

4 

~  1 

1 

! 

- 

j. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year:- 

I 

. .  ..  Total 

3  i 

3 

Legitimate 

3  ! 

2 

Illegitimate 

~  ! 

X  i 

i 

Live  Births:- 

§ 

1 

Total. 

109 

105 

Legitimate 

104 

100 

Illegitimate 

5 

5 

t 

Still  Births:- 

1 

To  cal 

5 

3 

i 

Legitimate  ■ 

5 

!  3 

I 11c gi time te 

j 

1 

L 

Population  Resident  15,c4C*. 


Cancer  Mortality  -  18  deaths  occurred  from  cancer  during  the  year 
compared  with  18  in  the  previous  year.  This  figure  accounts  for 
lCYVfc  of  the  tot,.l  deaths.' compared  with  11. 2^  laot  year • 


r  * ;  >  ' 


DEATHS  FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL  EPIDEMIC  DISEASES. 

There  were  no  'deaths  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Dirrhoea( 
(under  two  years) ,  'Smallpox,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever  or  Enteric 
during  the  year  1909.  This  gives  a  Nil  Zymotic  death-rate  for  the 
year,  and  is  a  record  for  your  district. 


INFANT  MORTALITY,  !  ■. .. 

There  were  six  deaths  during  the  year  of  Infants  under  one  year 
of  age  giving  the  lowest  rate  recorded,  £8,0  per  1,000  bifcths. 

The  previous  record  was  53.0  in  1937,. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA . 

Public  Health  Offucers  of  the  Authority. 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health:^ 

John  G.  Walker,  M.R-.C.S-,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Whole  time  Officer  for  the  joint  areas  of  the  Lanchester 
Rural  and  Consett  Urban  District  Councils. 

(b)  Sanitary  Inspectors ;- 

G.Rowe,  Cert..  S.I.B.  and  Meat  Inspectors'  Cert.,  (Senior 
Inspector) * 

F.E.  Terry,  Cert.  S.I.B.  and  Meat  Inspectors'  Cert., 

*  *  •  i.  ■ 

...  ,  wf 

‘  507°  of  the  above  Officors'  salaries  arc  payable  from- County 

Funds. 

Clerk  -  K.  Robertshaw. 


Medical  Officers  in  connection  with  Scobls,  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  and  Tuberculosis,  Vetinary  Officers,  Fodd  and  Drugs  Inspectors 
Health  Visitors*  etc. ,  carry  out  various  Public  Health  Activities 
in  the  district.  -These  ■Officer  s  are  appointed  and  controlled  by  the 
County  Council.  .  . 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


General  -  There  were  5£  cases  of  infectious  diseases  excluding 
Tuberculosis  notified  in  the  area  during  1939,  which  is  much  lower 
than  the  f  igure  for  the  previous  year  of  lit. 

NOTIFIABLE  CASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Notifiable 
Diseases  (other  than!  Tuberculosis)  admitted  to  hospital  during  the 
year  1939; - 


Disease . 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 

Dysentery 


j Total 

| Cases 
j Notified 

1 

,  Cases 

j  Admitted 
to 

Hospital 

j  Total 

j  Deaths . 

I  5 

5 

. 

0 

7 

7 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

£ 

0 

0 

£1 

0 

(6  all 

forms) 

8 

0 

0 

Enteric  .( including  Para-Typhoid) 

i 

0 

0 

0 

Measles.. 

3 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

0 

V  0 

TOTAL 

58 

.  12 

6 

Diphtheria,  Immunisation  -  Owing  to  the  great  pressure  of  work 
involved  by. the  Air. Raid  Precautions,  it  was  not  possible  to 
carry  out this  work  to  the  extent  of  the  previous  year.  It  is 
hoped  to  continue  the  scheme  as  far  as  circumstances  permit,  and 
parents  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  there  are  dangers 
to  their  children  greater  than  the  threat  of  enemy  action.  One 
of  the  greatest  dangers  is  that  of  diphtheria. 

The  numbers  immunised  during  1939  were  as  follows: - 

0-4  years  2;  5-9  yesrs  18;  10  -  14  years  10;  Total  30.. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA . 

The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  the  years  work,  and 
will  be  amplified  in  a  later  report  to  cover  the  war  period. 

Water  Supply. 


The  mains  supply  is  from  the  Durham  County  Water 
Board  and  was  naple  throughout  the  year. 

Subsidiary  supplies  are  mainly  from  springs. 

Six  spring  supplies  were  examinee,  and  two  which  were  unsatis¬ 
factory  were  dealt  with. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. 

Tho  proposed  works  in  connection  with  the  new 
Hospital  at  Howden  Bank,  Lanchoster  have  been  sanctioned,  but 
work  was  deferred  owing  to  the  present  Energancy. 

Similarly,  a  joint  scheme  with  the  Brandon  U.D.C. 
has  been  deferred. 

Various  isolated  drainage  systems  were  dealt  with 
and  improved  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  number  and  types  of  accommodation  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  as  follows:- 


Water  Closets 

3,208 

Slop  Closets 

1 

Ash-Closets 

703 

Pail  Closers 

15 

Privy  Ash-Pits 

302 

Privies 

84 

Chemical  Closets. 

2 

The  following  trble  gives 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  area  - 
particulars  of  work  done:- 


_ HJELI C^HEAL TH  .ACTS,. 

Humber  of 
Informal 
Written 
notices  by 
Inspector . 

| Humber  og 
{Formal 
[Notices  by 
j  Order  of 

| Author ity 

1 

{Humber  of 

1 Nuisances 

1  abated 
j after 
^Notice . 

j 

Foul  Conditions  ) pwnl 1 ing 

34 

l 

H*  *  -■  " 1 

|  34 

Structural  Defects  jhonap.c  A 

444 

- 

|  306 

Overcrowd  ing  Schools . 

8 

- 

8 

Lodging  Houses 

«- 

- 

- 

Pair ie s . &  Milkshops 

3 

- 

3 

- ...  Cowsheds  .  .  .... 

17 

- 

14 

Bakehouses 

- 

- 

— 

SI  an  i  rh  ter  hou  s  e  s 

1 

— 

1 

--Ash-pits  and.  Privies 

88 

— 

68 

Deposits  of  Refuse  &  Manure 

4 

- 

4 

Water closets 

3 

— 

3 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

G6 

— 

46  - 

)  Defective  Traps. 
House  .)'■  Ho,,  disconnection 

— 

•  i 

— 

Drainage  }  from  sewers. 

- 

- 

— 

)  Other  Faults, 

102 

— 

79 

Water  supply 

20 

- 

16 

Pigsti oe 

- 

- 

Animals  improperly  kept 

- 

- 

— 

Offer ■  •  a s i ve  Trad  es 

- 

- 

- 

£  moke  u  1  sane  e  s 

- 

- 

Other  Huisances 

18 

I8  . 

TOTAL  . . 

|  808 
i  1 

.  i  .  > 

600 

FACTORIiff  APT  -  1957. 

The  ma;  or  item  effected  during  the  year  was  at  Langley 
Park  bye-product  Benzole  Recovery  plant  where  the  requirements 
for  fire  escape  were  met  by  provision  of  additional  emergancy 
gangways  and  exits,,  substituted  by  steel  sliding  emergancy  doors 
for  hinged  wood  daors,  while  in  extension  to  these  precautions, 
quenching  steam  jets  were  fitted  inside  the  building,  and  an 
electrical  general  alarm  bell  was  installed  for  the  plant. 

Hew  sanitary  and  washing  accommodation  was  completed  during  the  yean 


The  following  schedule  shows  the 
in  the  area* 

List  cf  Factories  in  the  area:- 

TRA.DE  , 

Blacksmiths 
Boot  Repairers 
Bakehouses 

Food  Preparation  Stores 

J Diners 

Lead  Hills 

Millinery 

Motors  Repairers 

Pain fcers 

It inters 

Pipe  and  Brickworks* 

Sculptors 
Tailors 
Saw  Mills 
Brush  Makers 


etails  of  the  premises  and  trades 


WITH  PWWER.  WITHOUT  POWER. 


1  5 

;  f  1  2 

2 

3  8 

2  6 
1 

1 

4  3 
4 

1 

1 


1 

2 

1  a- 

l 


15  135 


1».  Inspection  of  Factories ,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections . 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers  | 
Prosecuted.! 

Factories  with  Mechaninal 

' 

\ 

Power. 

Factories  without  Mechanical 

3 

*■*  ! 

Power. 

21 

mm 

Other  Premises. 

i 

— 

j 

TOTAL. 

! 

29  j 

{ 

- 

•I 

SHOPS  ACT. 

Ho  action  necessary  during  the  year. 

INSEECCTION  AND  SUPERVISION  ,  OF  J\ 0  OP  t 

The  following  are  the  main  facts  relating  to  the  milk 
supply  of  the  area:- 


No.  Registered  Fargis  173 
No.  Registered  Cowsheds  207 
No.  New  farms  Registered  during  year  2 
No.  Farms  discontinued  during  year  7 
No.  Registered  Producers  &  Wholesalers  81 
No.  Registered  Producers  &  Retailers  45 
No.  Registered  Producers,  Wholesalers  &  Retailers  10 
No.  Registered  Producers  &  BUttermakers  36 
For  own  use  only*  i 


Milk  ^Special  Designations)  Order,  1936.  -  For  Pasteurised  Milk, 
licences  have  been  issued  as  follows:- 

1  Supplementary  licence. 

2  Dealers  licences. 

Meat  &  Other  Foods  -  Slaughterhouses,  and  shops  were  visited  as 
regularly  as  pressure  of  work  permitted.  The  standard  of  animals 
slaughtered  has  been  good.  The  following  meat  and  organs  were 
condemned  for  the  reasons  stated s- 
Num^r*  Weight 


30 

198 

sets  Lungs 

Tuberculosis 

ai 

163 

Livers 

Cirrhosis 

15 

231 

Heads  &  Tongues 

Tuberculosis 

2 

20 

Mesenteries 

do . 

30 

198 

Lungs 

do . 

4 

52 

Liver 

do . 

1 

168 

Hindquarters 

do . 

1 

208 

Forequarters 

do . 

3 

31 

Liver 

Necrosis. 

10 

105 

Liver 

Pistonatosis . 

1 

18 

Heads  &  Tongues 

Actinomycosis. 

4 

36 

Liver 

Abcessos . 

296- 

309 

Lungs 

;  S.  Rufescens. 

7 

7 

Lungs 

S.  Paradoxus. 

1 

6 

Udder 

Tumor 

2 

392 

Hindquarters 

Putrefaction • 

1 

745 

Carcase  &  Organs 

Tuberculosis . 

4 

78 

Parts  of  Meat 

Traumatism. 

.1 


housing. 

■'  <'  '  i 

Jhere  were  72  nev;  houses  built  during  the  year,  68  by  the 
Local  Authority  and  4  by-  Private  Enterprise. 

'i 

Unfit  Ilduses.  < 

/ 

Number  of  separate  tenements  in  respect  of  which  closing 


Orders  were  made . .  .  .  . . . . . .  g 

Number  of-  dwelling. houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 
Orders  were  made...  ...  . . * . .  . . ...Nil. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  but  not  demolished 

as  a  result  of  Undertakings  by  the  Owners  under 

Section  11  not  to  use  the  houses  for  human  habitation...  r7 


A  further  22  houses  were  declared  a  clearance  area 
and  arrangements  made  with  the  North  Eastern  Housing 
Association  to  aquire.  and  demolish.*..  .  **.  . . 22 

OVERCROWDING. 

Further  reduction  in  the  outstanding  places  were  effected 
during  the  year,  many  of  which  coincided  with  the  completion 
of  the  housing  schemes. 

SUMMARY. 


No.  Cases.  No ^Families .No .Persons*  Remarks. 


No,  Cases  @  l/l/39 

No*  new  cases  during  ye 

r  *  1 

"  - 

No.  cases  relieved  duri 

145 

i 

ar,  2 

j  148 

2 

|  .  . .  . 

847 

9 

147 

150 

lC<56 

ng  Year. 

^Includes  14 
cases  in  S.C. 
Property 

By,  L.A,  Re-Housing  !  23* 

i 

By,  Tenancy.  Changes  .  J  33 

By^  Reductions  in  Family  15 

TOTAL. • 

No.  cases  Outstanding 

@  31/12/39. 

*  ‘  \ 

Hi 

| 

74 

448 

76 

.u. 

76 

408 

'  j 

_ i 

